Easter — He is Risen!
March 31, 2024

Hymn 179, stanzas 1-3 — Welcome, happy morning!

“Welcome, happy morning!” age to age shall say:
Hell today is vanquished, heaven is won today!
Lo! the dead is living, God for ever more!

Him their true Creator, all his works adore!
“Welcome, happy morning!” age to age shall say.

Earth her joy confesses, clothing her for spring,
all fresh gifts returned with her returning King:
bloom in every meadow, leaves on every bough,
speak his sorrow ended, hail his triumph now.
“Welcome, happy morning!” age to age shall say.

Months in due succession, days of lengthening light,
Hours and passing moments praise thee in their flight.
Brightness of the morning, sky and fields and sea,
Vanquisher of darkness, bring their praise to thee.
“Welcome, happy morning!” age to age shall say.

Minister:  Alleluia! Christis risen!
People: The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Minister:  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and

from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration
of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your
holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.



All:

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory!
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:
have mercy on us;
You are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
In the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Collect: O God, who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son to the
death of the cross, and by his glorious resurrection delivered us from the power
of our enemy: Grant us to die daily to sin, that we may evermore live with him in
the joy of his resurrection; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

First Reading: Isaiah 25:6-9

On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a
feat of well-aged wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines
strained clear. And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over
all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all nations he will swallow up death

for ever. Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the
disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the Lord has
spoken. It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him,

so that he might save us. This is the Lord for whom we have waited; let us be glad
and rejoice in his salvation.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures for ever.
Let Israel now proclaim,
“His mercy endures for ever.”
The Lord is my strength and my song,
and he has become my salvation.
There is a sound of exultation and victory
in the tents of the righteous:
“The right hand of the Lord has triumphed!
the right hand of the Lord is exalted!
| shall not die, but live,
and declare the works of the Lord.
The Lord has punished me sorely,
but he did not hand me over to death.
Open for me the gates of righteousness;
I will offer thanks to the Lord.
“This is the gate of the Lord;
he who is righteous may enter.”
| will give thanks to you, for you answered me
and have become my salvation.
The same stone which the builders rejected
has become the chief cornerstone.
This is the Lord’s doing,
and it is marvelous in our eyes.
On this day the Lord has acted,;
we will rejoice and be glad in it.

Second Reading: | Corinthians 15:1-11

Now | would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that | proclaimed
to you, which you in turn received in which also you stand, through which also
you are being saved if you hold firmly to the message that | proclaimed to you —
unless you have come to believe in vain. For | handed on to you as of first
importance what | in turn had received: that Christ died for our sins in
accordance with the scriptures, and that he was buried and that he was raised on
the third say in accordance with the scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas,



then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers and
sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died.

Then he appeared to James, then to the apostles. Last of all, as to one untimely
born, he appeared also to me. For | am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called
an apostle, because | persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God | am
what | am, and his grace toward me has not been in vain. On the contrary, |
worked harder than any of them — though it was not |, but the grace of God that is
with me. Whether then it was | or they, so we proclaim and so you have come to
believe.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Hymn 193 - That Easter day with joy was bright

That Easter day with joy was bright, the sun shone out with fairer light,
when, to their longing eyes restored, the apostles saw their risen Lord.

His risen flesh with radiance glowed; His wounded hands and feet he showed,;
those scars their solemn witness gave that Christ was risen from the grave.

O Jesus, King of gentleness, do thou thyself our hearts possess
that we may give thee all our days the willing tribute of our praise.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to
the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran
and went to Simon Peter and the other disciples, the one whom Jesus loved, and
said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of tomb, and we do not know where
they have laid him.” Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward
the tomb. The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter
and reached the tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings
lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and
went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrapping lying there, and the cloth that had
been on Jesus’ head, not lying with linen wrappings, but rolled up in a place by
itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he
saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture that he must
rise from the dead. Then the disciples returned to their homes. But Mary stood



weeping outside the tomb. As he wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; and
she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one
at the head and the other at the feet. They said to her, “Woman, why are you
weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and | do not know
where they have laid him.” When she had said this, she turned around and saw
Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her,
“Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to
be the gardener, she said to him “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where
you have laid him, and | will take him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!”

She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher).
Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because | have not yet ascended to the
Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘l am ascending to my Father and
your Father, to my God and your God.”” Mary Magdalene went and announced to
the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these
things to her.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ.
Homily — The Reverend Charles Rowins
Prayers of the People

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.



Give to the departed eternal rest;
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.

O Lord our God, accept the fervent payers of your people; in the multitude of
your mercies, look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for
you are gracious, O Lover of souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit, now and for ever.

The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
And with your Spirit.

Announcements
The Great Thanksgiving — sitting or kneeling

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son
Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us,
and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death,
and by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with
all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of
your Name:



Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Holy and gracious Father: in your infinite love you made us for yourself; and
when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your
mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to
live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to
your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ
took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise
and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you
these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of
your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us
also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity,



constancy, and peace; and, at the last day, bring us with all your saints into the joy
of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and
for ever. Amen.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say ....

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power, and the glory for ever and ever. Amen.

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. Therefore let us keep the feast.

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that
Christ died for you. and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

The Body of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in everlasting life.
The Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in everlasting life.

Let us pray.

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant
us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of
heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hymn 362 - Holy, holy, holy

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee:
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty,
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity.



Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee,

casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea:
cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee,

which wert, and art, and evermore shalt be.

Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee,
though the sinful human eye thy glory may not see,
only thou art holy; there is none beside thee,
perfect in power, in love, and purity.

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!

All thy works shall praise thy Name, in earth, and sky, and sea;
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty,

God in three Persons, blessed Trinity.

Dismissal

Alleluial Alleluia! Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!



